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of a right understanding of the historical Sabian
religion, as taught and practised by its priests, is to
be derived only from the sacred books and the expla-
nation thereof given to Petermann by his instructor,
the Mandsean priest Yahya. We shall have occasion
to relate some of M. Siouffi's traditions of the com-
mon folk at a later page; but the first thing neces-
sary is to comprehend what is meant by Sabism or
Mandaism as thus authoritatively expounded. To
avoid confusion it is necessary to premise that Man-
dceans (equivalent to 01 Xoyt/cot or " Gnostics ") is the
proper name of this sect, and the only one used
among members of it. Sdbi9'o? Sabian (plural Subba),
is the name given to it by Mohammadans, and is
derived from a Syrian word meaning "a washer,"
and was applied first by the Syrians to the Mandseans
on account of their frequent baptisms. We shall use
the terms Mandasan and Sabian indifferently.

The principal scripture of the Mandseans is the
Sidra Eabba, or " Great Book," also called the
Ginza, or u Treasure " (and incorrectly, by Norberg,
the Book of Adam, Liber Adami), which con-
tains the whole doctrine of the sect in a hundred
separate unconnected sections. It is divided into
two parts, called respectively "the right" and "the
left." The "right," which occupies about two-thirds
of the whole work, contains the dogmatic teaching
of the religion, legends, moral doctrine, polemics
against heresy, and the like. It is wholly wanting
in order and method, frequently self-contradictory,
always confused. Much of it is as yej incompre-